A simple method for the DNA content assay of culture maintained pancreatic islets of Langerhans.
A simple method for assaying DNA content of in vitro culture maintained pancreatic islets is described. By employing lyophilization of the islets and subsequent fluorometric analysis, we have been able to measure DNA from relatively small cell samples. The method may result advantageous, over others, previously reported, since it is less subject to experiment-related interfering conditions. This procedure, which is easy and reliable, even for very low DNA concentrations, seems to be very useful for culture maintained pancreatic islets, since in vitro work conducted with this endocrine tissue is usually associated with small size cell samples. The method may help for a simple assessment of the viable islet cell mass in in vitro studies.